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Ahmedabad's air more dangerous for infants, toddlers

AHMEDABAD: City's air
pollution is emerging as a big
threat to children’s health, In
a first-of-its-kind study an
children below the age of six,
researchers collated data
from a public hospital to show
how infants and toddlers
suffer more than adults when
exposed to particulate matter
pollution {PM 2.5).

The 18-month-long study
found that aof the 12,635
paediatric admissions, 2,682
children below six years of age
- almost 21% - had reported
respiratory disorders and
infections due to air pollution.
The WHO has prescribed
minimum exposure of toddlers
and infants to particulate
matter pellution of the order
of 15 microgram per cubic
metre (of PM 2.5) But
children are exposed to thrice
or sometimes five times PM
2.5 pollution even when

Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) norms are met,
thus putting them at a greater
risk of PM 2.5. It is time that
the state and the Centre
evolve 3 strategy to include
children when designing
pollution standards. Kids are
our future, and the
government should
encaurage research on
mitigating pollution and
investigating how it is affecting
our children,

The study was led by Dr
Khyat Kakkad of AMC tMedical
Education Trust Medical
College and LG hospital along
with Chirantap Oza.

Joining them were Priya
Dutta from [TPH-Gandhinagar,
Varsha Chorsiya from Schaol
of Physiotherapy, Delhi
University, and Prashant
Rajput from Public Health
Foundation of [ndis,
Gurugram, The study found

that around 30.6% of the
2,682 children were exposed
to tobacco smoke,

Anather 74.83% lived ata
distance of less than 500
metres from the main road,
thus exposing them to vehicle
fumes; around [1.59% of
children were affected by
indoor air pollution,

Around 25% of the
children  were from
economically weaker sections
and lived in kutcha houses,

Of these, the homes of
20% of the children had only
one window,

Qut of 2,682 respiratory
admissions, 1612 (60.1%)
were expenencmg "wheezing
disorders" while 1,
(39.9%) were diagnosed
with "non-wheezing
disorders” The study noted,
“Infants and young children
have less compliant lungs, a
larger proportion of small
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airways, weaker chest wall
and less immature immune
system. These make them
more  vulnerable to
respiratory  diseases."”
Another interesting fact that
emerged from the study was
according ta WHO
recommendation, young

-

il

infants or toddlers must not
be exposed to particulate
pollution levels of Pt 2.5
exceeding 15 micrograms per
cubic metre. However, the
annual average PM2.5
cancentration in Ahmedabad
was 80.27 micragrams per
cubic metre,

Junagadh cop feted for probe
N Ai: -F ] ]

Rajkot: agadh
district's deputy
superintendent of police,
Pradeepsinh Jadeja, was
awarded a medal for
excellent investigation in 8
double murder case of
Bhavangar by Union hame
minister At Shah at
function in Nadiad on

5

Sunday. i October 7
the Nilambaug police of
Bhavnagar city had lodged
an offence after a waman
named Sangeeta Pande
and her 11-year-old son
were found murdered
Jadeja w3s police
inspector of A-division at
that time

19-year-old held for
caretaker’'s murder

Rajkot: Rajkot crime
branch on Saturday arrested
a 19-year-old youth from his
native place in Rajasthan for
allegedly killing the 68-year-
old caretaker of a bungalow
an the pash Amin Marg in the
city, The accused had worked
at the bungalow earlier and
knew the victim well. The
police arrested Anil Meena

at the bungalow, “On Tuesday
night, he entered the bungalow
with the intention of theft,
There was no other staff
member inside the bungalow
at that time. Guchala spotted
Meena stealing the money and
he resisted. Meena got scared,
so he strangled Guchala. Then,
out of fear, Meena left the place
without taking any monez,“
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technology has been started
by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his
tenure as chief minister of
Gujarat in 2003. Under this
Frogram, the chief minister
istens directly to the
complaints and grevances of
the citizens at the Swagat
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participabing district officers
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this program, the chief minister
listens directly tothe complaints
and grievances of the atizens
at the Swagat held on the fourth
Thursday of every month.
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